
 
 
 
 

August 2020 –  
why should you take Corona seriously? 

 
 
 
 

 
The terms… 

“Corona” commonly refers to: 

§ Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2),  
a coronavirus responsible for the 2019–20 outbreak 

§ Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), the disease caused by the 
virus 

§ 2019–20 coronavirus pandemic, the ongoing global pandemic 
 
 
 
The challenges… 

We see an „intelligent“ virus with already a couple of mutations, 
therefore we do not only have the respiratory / lung course of disease 
but also strokes or liver and heart problems. 

Even (young) people tested positive not showing any classic symptoms 
faced severe and life-threatening damages to the lung after 4 weeks. 
60 % of infected persons are under the age of 39, now, i.e. not only 
older or sick people are “targets”. 

different to a flew, you can be infected multiple times!  

Latest studies show, that the virus primarily spreads between people 
through close contact and aerosols (normal breathing, talking) - 
respiratory droplets produced from coughs or sneezes are no longer 
considered as the most critical thread. 

Aerosols especially stay in “closed rooms”, e.g. restaurants, schools, 
offices, trains, planes, taxis,… and will survive for 2 hours or more. 

 

 



 

Protective measures: 

§ Best one – generally avoid contact 
§ Distance to other people: minimum 8 meters / 20+ feet (not only 2 

meters as considered perfect in the past months!) 
§ Take care:  Aerosol is active 20 m e.g. behind bikers or joggers 
§ Protective masks (nose and mouth): Make sense, but a not a 100% 

warranty and n.b.: Eyes can also be infected (Wear sunglasses…) 
§ Best protection: A respirator mask (FFP2 or FFP3 (best one)) is a 

personal protective equipment that prevents the wearer from 
inhaling aerosols 

§ Other “surgical masks” are disposable medical devices that 
protect against infectious agents transmitted by “droplets.” These 
droplets can e.g. secretions from the upper respiratory tract 
when the wearer exhales.  
-> Mostly protects others - better than nothing. 

§ „Homemade masks” - not really an option, better than nothing. 
Even sometimes toxic – e.g. made of coffee filters) 

§ Disinfectants: 
§ Must be „antiviral “, not - like most - „antibacterial “ 
§ Take care with frequent usage: Skin problems etc. 

 
 
Outlook: 

§ Not really possible, since many factors are complex and not yet 
evaluated. 

§ There is no „On Christmas it will be all over…“ 
§ The virus will impact us for years or decades – in comparison: we 

do not have any vaccine for HIV for 40 years, now. 
§ No antitoxin found, yet / no vaccine (if found, +18 months). 
§ A “second wave” is expected when the cold season starts and/or 

people no longer follow the protective measures. And the second 
wave will be even more dramatical. 

§ The IGDCR is analyzing the global business impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic and we will provide you with updates. 

 
 
 

Questions?    
 

Just contact us:  IGDCR.net 
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